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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1, 6 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 , lines 5-8, it appears that the phrase "engages with the annular ridge to retain the 
end part of the tube in the coupling body" appears twice 

Claim 6, line 3 - should "off be changed to "out of? 

Claim 6, last line - it is unclear what is meant by the phrase "is pressed against thereto". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the locking legs" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
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reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EPO 1,369,634. 
In regard to claim 1, EPO '634 discloses a quick-connect coupling comprising: 

a coupling body 105 in which an end part 400, provided with an annular ridge 401, of a 
tube is inserted; and 

a retainer 300 to be inserted through a window 135 into the coupling body in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis of the coupling body so as to engage with the annular ridge to retain the 
end part of the tube in the coupling body; 

wherein the retainer 300 engages with the annular ridge to retain the tube in the 
coupling body, 

complete connection verifying members 312a are formed in combination with the 
retainer to enable the retainer to be pressed through the window into the coupling body only after 
the annular ridge of the end part of the tube inserted in the coupling body has advanced beyond a 
position where the retainer is able to engage with the annular ridge. 

In regard to claim 2, wherein the complete connection verifying members 316 are formed 
integrally with the retainer 300. 

In regard to claim 3, wherein the coupling body has a blocking part 210 that engages with 
the complete connection verifying members 316 to restrain the complete connection verifying 
members from being pressed into the coupling body in a state where the tube is improperly 
inserted in the coupling body. 

5. Claims 1-2, 10-1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Matsubara '029. 
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In regard to claim 1, EPO '634 discloses a quick-connect coupling comprising: 
a coupling body 12 in which an end part, provided with an annular ridge 30, of a tube 30 
is inserted; and 

a retainer 16 to be inserted through a window 22 into the coupling body in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis of the coupling body so as to engage with the annular ridge 30 to retain 
the end part of the tube in the coupling body; 

wherein the retainer 16 engages with the annular ridge 30 to retain the tube in the 
coupling body, 

complete connection verifying members 40, 42a, 42b are formed in combination with the 
retainer 16 to enable the retainer 16 to be pressed through the window into the coupling body 
only after the annular ridge 30 of the end part of the tube inserted in the coupling body has 
advanced beyond a position where the retainer is able to engage with the annular ridge. 

In regard to claim 2, wherein the complete connection verifying members 40, 42a, 42b 
are formed integrally with the retainer 16. 

In regard to claim 10, wherein a slit 41a, 41b is formed between each of the locking legs 
31a and the complete connection verifying member 40, 42a, 42b adjacent to the locking leg 31a, 
31b. 

In regard to claim 1 1 and 13, wherein the retainer 16 is a thin, substantially U-shaped 
member. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 4-9 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Szabo et al, Okada et al, Rohde et al., Ohta et al. and Szabo et al. '077 all disclose 
similar couplings common in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571 ) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David E. Bochna/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



